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A ril 17, 196 

Dear Toni, 

- had only to catch the bus and begin ray trip home when I began to recall things 
I had hoped to discuss with you and hadn't in our brief meeting. Here are some 
of them, with space for you to answer when you can on. the carbon enclosed. Also 
enclosed is s copy of the letter to hrs. haytor of -'-■oak. 

no you think a children’s goose book, tentatively titled "father Goose Tales”, 
could be worthwhile? In It I plan to tell the story of a family of wild geese 
for one year, through the children who will visit them and watch, them grow. I 
plan for it to be solidly factual but in the manner of fiction, and to tell the 
entire story, from courtship of t he parents until the young are turned loose 
to start their own lives, when they will be about nine months old. I intend to 
try and get an adequate tape recorder and. preserve both the voices of real child- 
ren the conversation of the geese, so that I can represent it phonetically 
and translate it. This is more ambitious than it seems and I believe has never 
been done. A friend is trying to interest sn amateur photographer in photograph- 
ing each stage in the life cycle. If that doesn't work. I’ll t-ry and improve. my 
equipment and take my own pictures. This is the family of hr. Orchard Honker, 
which Ars. Orchard Honker should finish hatching beginning about two weeks from 
now. I also intend to have a full sequence of color S ram movies, beginning with 
his ritualistic and. vigorous protection of the nest. If took more then two weeks 
form the bruises to disappear from my legs, but I have it all, including his 
attack on me, on film. If you like the idea, what age group do you think I should 
aim for? depends on. That length; .hat chapter length? (see books for child- 

material ren and determine age group, then 

Gan you refer me to a few books you consider good, from, which I can get what study for 

these thing 

you consider, a good approach and good" idea of techniques? • ’ ■ 

Ho. You’ll- have to search through then for what' seems, tb suit what you have in mind. 

X ..... 

V.hat do you think of a story for Playboy on the Mati^^Habits of Geese? No* 

Would the Oskar 2*iece make a whimsical "Most Unforgetsble Character"? Not human. 



If I didn’t'jell you, Bender also wanted to see the Oswald summary. He has_ it. 

This week the Washington Post had an interview with Jack Neumann, producer of 
> - - the ’T.Ir. Novak”' TY series^ quoting him as sayiiflhe has' a shortage of scripts, 

for which he pays from 03500 to ,.5000 and woulcr like to be able -to pay twice' that • 
amount. I dont+hink I could do a script, but do theme people usually pay for an - - 
idea they can use? I think I have a good one. Sometimes. Write it out. “ 

■ ■ ■ .. j 

HegsVas, tf) 



. J® compose yourself. You’ll never anywhere in this frenzied mood. Y ou 

don t realize it ±h but you always talk so much about the sonic business that you leave no time for 
important things. In 3 hours with me, last time, you spent ahout on your favorite topic. 



Too bad you couldn’t have spent that first evening with me, though I just cannot devote 
so much time to any one oerson. But you are so tense that you are flying out in all 
directions instead of channeling yourself. The Digest said of GEESE FOR PEfe.CE "tells 
a worthy story, but. one that seens more a part of a larger story.” And the Post said 
about MOHAMMED that they are looking for "material that is meaningful and also e nterta'ning. 
....the writing, while not too bad, generally doesn't come up to their standards." You're 
grabbing at everything, but this will get you nowhere. You MOST make a Jdecision to write 
something pretty sure fire and write it superbly well, or just write outlines. You're going 
at it all wrong. Simner down. Write fewer but better things, or better yet, if you can, 
work at those two outlines and chapters for books. ' " 

And work at what seems the simplest and easiest to do. 

If you send those recipes to Mrs. Keytdr (and I wish you'd send them to me to gite to her), 
please keep me informed. 

I do wish you could do' that chicken book'. least * risk and you should be able to 
get at least a few recipes and the background without too much trouble. 
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